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We kicked off October with SWE week, which included many fun events hosted by each directorship as well as the second 

general meeting hosted by Ulteig. Team Tech also started their new, biweekly workshops to introduce students to technical skills 

they may not learn in the classroom. At the end of the month, members of the leadership team attended the WE17 Society 

Conference in Austin, Texas. 

WE17 Conference  
 

At the end of October, 24 members of the leadership team 

traveled to Austin, TX for the WE17 National SWE 

conference. This year, a record breaking 14,764 collegiate and 

professional members attended the conference, making it the 

largest conference for female engineers to date. Attendees 

attended a large career fair, interviewed for jobs and 

internships, listened to multiple keynote speakers, saw panels 

of experienced engineers, networked with women engineers 

from all over, and attended over 300 sessions about a variety 

of topics. Our group also attended Celebrate SWE, an event 

that honors all of the accomplishments that colligate and 

professional SWE members have made.  At the event, our 

section won four SWE Mission Awards: 

 

Gold Award for Outstanding Collegiate Section 

This award is given to collegiate sections who excel in 

reaching the strategic goals of SWE and have shown growth 

and improvement in all areas. 

 

Best Practice Award for Outreach 

This award was given due to our success with our first 

SWEekend at the U outreach event last spring. 

 

Best Practice Award for SWE Resource Promotion 

This award is for using SWE resources, such as the leadership 

competencies, for professional development and outreach.  

 

Best Practice Award for Public Policy 

This award was given for our lobbying and STEM promotion 

in Washington, D.C. 

 

In addition to these awards, our President Kelsey Harper also 

received the Outstanding Collegiate Member award for all 

of the inspiring work she has done for SWE throughout her 

collegiate career.  Congratulations Kelsey! 

 

Outstanding Collegiate Member: Kelsey Harper 

“For dedication to reaching out to the community and to K-

12 students; and for leadership of the SWE section at the 

University of Minnesota Twin Cities.” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Society of Women Engineers is the world’s largest advocate and catalyst for change for women in engineering and technology. We help 

members reach their full potential as engineers and leaders through networking, professional development and the shaping of public policy. 

And, we inspire young girls to become engineers and support them with scholarships. 
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Takeaways from Conference  
 

“WE17 was absolutely amazing. It was so empowering and 

inspiring to be surrounded by so many accomplished women in 

STEM fields. I was literally brought to tears in a seminar called 

"The Value of Imperfection" which was given by a woman who 

had recently gotten brain surgery. Conference allows for 

valuable networking, learning, and a chance to get to know 

people in our section better. I would strongly recommend this 

experience for everyone!” 

- Sarah Wexler, Outreach Director, Sophomore 

 
“Nothing compares to gathering over 14,000 brilliant and 

successful women at WE17. I am so inspired by everyone I 

met. My major takeaway is from the keynote: jump in, think 

big, and be confident. You learn the most when you try 

something you don’t think you’re qualified for, or something 

nobody else has ever done. It was also fun to hear about cutting 

edge research from attendees, network with companies that are 

passionate about promoting diversity, and learn from other 

students and faculty how they focus on outreach. It was a 

fabulous conference, and Austin, TX was pretty great too!” 

- Madison Haugen, Vice President, Senior 

WE17 National Conference Attendees 
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SWE Week: Monday Oct. 2nd – Saturday Oct. 7th 
 

Thanks to all of our directors for making this semester’s 

SWE week such a success!  Here is a list of all of the fun 

activities that took place: 

 

Monday:       Succulent Planting with Outreach 

Tuesday:       Bagel Breakfast with Team Tech 
           Ted Talks & Snacks with Professional Development  

           October General Meeting hosted by Ulteig 
Wednesday:  Cookies & Coloring with SWERT 

Thursday:     Donuts & Vines with Special Events 
           Pinwheel Crafts with Diversity & Inclusion 

            Caramel Apple Bar with Mentorship 

Thursday:     Paint the Bridge with Public Relations (Day 1) 

Friday:          Cards & Queso with Community Service  

                         Paint the Bridge with Public Relations (Day 2) 

Saturday:      Team Tech Workshop #1 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

New Team Tech Workshops 
 

This fall Team Tech has hosted technical workshops designed 

to introduce students to technical skills such as CAD, 3D 

printing, laser cutting, basic circuitry, and Arduino.  
 

For the first workshop, we introduced students to the Anderson 

Design Lab in the Mechanical Engineering building which has 

3D printers, laser cutters, and basic hand tools. This workshop 

provided attendees with the necessary training to get 24/7 

access to the labs.  
 

Our second workshop introduced the CAD modeling software, 

including Creo and Solidworks. A simple part was created first 

in Creo, and then in Solidworks. This gave attendees a feel for 

two widely used CAD programs and the similarities between 

them. 
 

 Our last two workshops will be 3D printing and laser cutting 

(11/04) and basic circuitry, introduction to Arduino, and 

soldering (11/18). We appreciate everyone who has attended, 

are grateful for those who have helped us along the way, and 

look forward to the remaining workshops! 
 

- Erin Louwagie & Laura Sevcik, Team Tech Directors 
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Erin L. at Team Tech Anderson Lab Training 

Workshop 

 

 

Welcome New Student Leadership 

 
New students are given the opportunity to apply for 

leadership positions in the fall for multiple directorships.  

Congratulations to the members chosen this year: 

 

Madeline Boeck - Professional Development Committee 

  Electrical Engineering 

Kalley Berg - Mentorship Committee 

  Biomedical Engineering 

Naomi Nagel - Mentorship Committee 

  Bioproducts & Biosystems Engineering 

Pinki Wong - SWERT Committee 

  Computer Science 

Jenn Galloway - Outreach Committee 

  Industrial & Systems Engineering 

Anna Cramblitt - Outreach Committee 

Materials Science & Engineering 

Marie Wulff  - Diversity & Inclusion Committee 

Biomedical Engineering 

 

 
 


